 Honors Earth Science

2014-2015 • Mr. Edwards • Reno High School

Email:   mpedwards@washoeschools.net       Room N8A

Course Description: Welcome to Earth Science!  We live on a unique and fascinating planet.  Have you ever wondered how our planet works?    Have you thought about the role of earthquakes and volcanoes in shaping the earth’s surface?  Wondered about changes in the earth’s atmosphere?  Questioned what is beyond Earth?  This year in earth science we will answer all these questions and more.  We will pay special attention to our neighborhood, the Great Basin.  We will use maps, analyze data, conduct laboratory investigations, do fieldwork, present our results to the class, and assist our classmates through cooperative learning activities.  You will be encouraged to think creatively and critically, while learning from the textbook, websites, nature, labs, your teacher, and other students.  Earth science is a challenging subject, but if you are willing to put in the time, you will be successful.  

Expectations for Students: 

1. Arrive On Time and Prepared – You are expected to come to class and participate in all activities.  When the tardy bell rings, you should be in your seat, working on the daily focus, warm-up activity or quiz.  
2. Unconditional Positive Regard for Classmates and Teacher – Every student has the right to learn.  Therefore, we must have RESPECT and cooperation in our classroom at all times.  In order to guarantee that all students feel welcome, we will give unconditional positive regard to both classmates and the teacher.  I encourage you to think about the impact of your words and actions before you speak or act – be respectful and people will respect you.
3. Avoid Activities which Distract the Class – Distractions include but are not limited to eating and drinking(except water), grooming, note-writing, wandering around the room, talking out of turn, gum chewing, wearing hats, cell phones, ear buds and doing work for another class.
4. Make-up Work is Your Responsibility – You can make-up work when you return from an excused absence, however, you are responsible for determining what you missed and arranging times for make-up exams.  For assignments given during your absence, the due date is extended the number of days you have missed plus one day.  No extensions will be granted for assignments given before your absence if you return on or before the due date.  You need to get your make-up work on your own time and not during class work time. Before/after school and at lunch are great times to get missing work and make-up assignments/assessments.  
5. Late Assignments Will Receive NO Credit – All assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the due date unless the teacher states otherwise.  No credit will be given for late work.  
Consequences:  
Misbehavior – failure to comply with the student expectations will result in 

Step 1 – a verbal warning to the student

Step 2 - lunch detention
Step 3 - phone call or email to parents or guardian
Step 4 - referral to Assistant Principal of Discipline
Step 5 – parent – teacher – administrator conference
Unexcused Absences – Students who drop below 90% attendance will not receive credit for the course (See the student handbook for details on the WCSD attendance policy)

Tardies –
 3rd Tardy – communication with parent via email and/or phone




5th Tardy – 2 lunch detentions with Mr. Edwards




6+ Tardy – Referral to discipline office- discipline packet, work crew, SBP, ISS

    

Cheating – Cheating includes copying homework, looking at a neighbor’s test, favoritism in correcting another student’s test or quiz, and plagiarism.  Any student caught cheating will automatically receive a zero for that assignment or exam, a phone call to their parents, and possible referral to an administrator.

Homework: Homework is assigned based upon the needs of the class.  Some units/chapters require daily homework and others do not. 

Grading: To receive full credit, assignments must be typed or written in pencil (Labs), blue ink or black ink and be free of tears, doodles and illegible writing.  Grades will be computed on the basis of five categories, using the percentage of points earned out of the points possible.  Grades will be updated as soon as possible


Grade Categories



Letter Grade Scale:
Classwork/Homework

25%


A
90-100%


Labs/Projects/Activities
30%


B
80-89%


Quizzes/Tests


25%


C
70-79%



Final Exam 


20%


D
60-69%









F
0-59%
Class Materials: Bring the following materials to class everyday.

• A Science binder (1” or larger) with lined paper and 4 dividers (HW/CW, Labs, Q/T, Extra)


• Spiral notebook just for science


• Pen and pencil

· A $10.00 lab fee is requested to help with the purchase of lab materials and classroom supplies.  This should be handled with the bookkeeper.  
Course Schedule: The following topics match the state standards for Earth Science:  

· Intro to Earth Science & Mapping, Rocks & Minerals, History of the Earth, Mass movement, Oceans, Atmosphere, Weather & Climate, Space – Universe & Solar System

Truckee River Trekking:

When the occasional “trekking” opportunity arises, we will be taking trips to the northeast corner of Idlewild Park on the shore of the Truckee River.  Students will be notified well in advance of these trips and need to dress appropriately.  The school district requires a parent signature as consent for these trips (see signature sheet at the end of this packet).

Expectations for Trekking

1. Stay on the sidewalk and cross the street intersection together as a group

2. Walk as a group (don’t lag behind) and make the trip in 10 minutes each way

3. Do not walk on rocks surrounded by water

4. Work diligently the entire time at the river

5. Understand that misbehavior or violations of the expectations above will result in lowered academic and citizenship grades and the loss of river trekking privileges.

Honors Credit:  You will be required to do several projects, reports, reviews and teachings.  Your work needs to be at a high level.  
Final Note:  I am your teacher and I am here for you.  If you have any questions please ask.  Communication is important for success.  

Dear Parent or Guardian,








I am pleased to have your son or daughter in my Honors Earth Science class.  If you have any questions or wish to discuss your student’s progress, please feel free to email me at mpedwards@washoeschools.net and I will return your message.  I look forward to working with your child.  Thank you for your interest and support!










Sincerely,










Michael Edwards
1. We have read and discussed the class policies and expectations.

2. We have received and read the Reno High School science safety rules and procedures.  We realize that failure to observe these instructions may lead to injury to persons or destruction of equipment.  The student agrees TO OBSERVE AND OBEY THESE RULES CAREFULLY AND FAITHFULLY.  Failure to comply may result in removal from the lab, the course, and an F grade.

3. We consent to our student participating in occasional class trips to the northeast corner of Idlewild Park along the shore of the Truckee River.

I hereby expressly relieve, indemnify, save and hold harmless the Washoe County School District, the Board of Trustees of the district, and all agents and employees thereof from and against any and all liability or claims arising from injury or damage to person or property or both caused by or resulting from the child’s acts, omissions, or conduct while under the supervision of the assigned teacher.  I also relieve the aforementioned district and personnel from any and all liability or claims as a result of the acts, omissions, or conduct of any person other than the negligence of said district or personnel.  It is further understood that I shall have the responsibility of advising said child of the risks which are known or should be known of the Truckee River study area.  I further agree to assume the responsibility of seeing that my child cooperates and conforms to the fullest extent with the directions and instructions of the school officials in charge.

Student’s name (please print) ___________________________Class_______________

Student’s signature ___________________________________ Date _______________

Parent or Guardian’s name (please print) ______________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s signature __________________________ Date _______________

Phone number _______________________ Best time to call _____________________

Email Address (please print):_______________________________________________

